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An Invitation

Tura New Music has been taking award winning, world class, 
innovative, cross cultural music projects to Northern Australia since 
2003. Tura has developed strong relationships with regional and 
remote communities which make these tours much more than just 
a travelling “show”. 

They are a genuine two way experience 
benefitting communities and the 
travellers alike. The Tura Travellers 
concept is one which sees people who 
want to see amazing music in amazing 
places as well as experience the 
landscape and culture of regions rarely 
visited by most Australians.

Following the successful inauguration 
of the Tura Travellers program in 2011 
followed up in 2012, Tura is looking to 
expand the program in 2013 to up to 8 
people. A special itinerary including 
side trips has been created to maximise 
the experience of each region.

The program is open to Tura donors 
giving a minimum $5000.

Donations to Tura for the Regional 
Touring Program are tax-deductible 
as Tura is listed on the Australian 
Government’s Register of Cultural 
Organisations maintained under 
Subdivision 30-B of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1997.
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Tura New Music’s Regional 
Touring Program

Helen Symon who joined the 2011 
Kalkadunga Man Tour as a Tura 
Traveller comments on the various 
elements of the experience.

Follow the music through 
the landscape 
The professional polish of the Darwin 
Entertainment Centre gig; the beauty of 
outdoor concerts at Pinctada’s Resorts 
in Kununurra and Broome, drawing in 
the people of those communities; and 
the delight of concerts in schools – 
halls, classrooms, outdoors and in the 
astonishing and exquisitely beautiful 
church at Beagle Bay. Each program 
tweaked a little to suit that audience – 
the early church music Roland Peelman 
(artistic director of The Song Company) 

insisted on introducing into the program 
at Beagle Bay; William Barton’s brand 
new patter at Broome High School, 
so perfectly suited to that audience; 
and everywhere and always the deeply 
moving beauty of Ross Edwards’ Dawn 
Mantra opening the concert.

Uncover the depth and energy 
of communities as they come 
out to hear the music 
The delightful surprise was the 
communities and the knowledge and 
insight given by Tura’s Tos Mahoney’s 
long associations with teachers and 
community leaders. Jo, the librarian at 
Kununurra, was a particular treat. She 
was the organiser of the East Kimberley 
Writers’ Festival, of which 
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the Kalkadunga Man concert formed a 
part. We shared in the generous country 
spread which accompanied the opening 
of the Festival and the depth and the 
energy of the people supporting it. Three 
of our party enjoyed the Sunday morning 
breakfast boat trip to the magnificent 
Elephant Rock, accompanied by the 
guest writers’ musings and stories.

Share the knowledge Tura 
has gained over many years 
of remote Western Australian 
touring, of communities, 
their landscape and great 
places to eat
Tura’s Tos Mahoney was also a fabulous 
guide to the landscape, as well as to the 
best eating spots. There were sunsets 

at Kelly’s Knob in Kununurra and at 
Cape Leveque, sitting quietly, letting the 
enormity and beauty of that place fill 
me up. Next morning a shared breakfast 
barbecuing bacon and eggs on the 
veranda of one of the huts overlooking 
the east beach at Cape Leveque; there 
was the surprising Hidden Valley, barely 
out of Kununurra, the magnificent empty 
beach at Lombadina; looking out from 
One Arm Point across the Buccaneer 
Archipelago as the clearest of clear 
waters rushed through the estuary on the 
tide; and the delightful surprise of the 
café at Cygnet Bay (and pearls!).

Note: Helen Symons again joined the 
2012 Tour of The Ree as a Tura Traveller
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Crossing Roper Bar is a series of regular 
exchanges which have been taking place 
since 2005 between the Young Wägilak 
Group from Ngukurr in Arnhem Land 
and the Australian Art Orchestra (based 
in Melbourne). 

Young Wägilak Group members 
Benjamin, David and Daniel Wilfred 
collaborate with Australia’s pre-eminent 
jazz pianist Paul Grabowsky and 
members of his Australian Art Orchestra 
in an equal exchange of knowledge 
through a dialogue centred on music. An 
electrifying marriage of the very old with 
the very new, Crossing Roper Bar is a 
celebration of country, of ceremony, and 
of the power of music to build enduring 
bridges across cultures, time and space.
The Roper River is a magnificent 
waterway flowing from Mataranka, 100 
kms south of Katherine, and out across 
the land of the Mangarayi and Yungman 
people. Before it reaches the Gulf of 
Carpentaria it passes the remote town of 

Crossing Roper Bar 
Tour October 2013

Ngukurr, which is isolated by the Wet for 
several months of each year (November 
to Easter) when the Roper engulfs all but 
the highest land. At other times, Roper 
Bar is the point where it’s possible to 
cross the river and go on to Ngukurr. 
The crossing over seems not only a 
poetic but also a fitting metaphor for our 
collaboration, Crossing Roper Bar.

Crossing Roper Bar brings virtuoso 
traditional Indigenous and non-
Indigenous musicians together to share 
knowledge, exchange skills, and – with 
their audience - embark on a musical 
journey of discovery. The Crossing
Roper Bar Tour features public concerts 
as well as engaging with remote 
communities through participatory 
workshops and school presentations 
leaving behind a positive, lasting legacy.

In October 2013, Tura New Music in 
conjunction with the Australian Art 
Orchestra will present a new chapter 
of the internationally acclaimed 
Crossing Roper Bar project touring 
Darwin,Kununurra, Broome, Djarindin/
Lombadina, One Arm Point, Beagle Bay, 
Roebourne, Karratha and Perth. 

In 2008, together with the Australian 
Art Orchestra Tura toured the original 
Crossing Roper Bar project in Western 
Australia with sold out performances 
leaving audiences wanting more. In 
October this year, those who were present 
at the 2008 concert will be able to see 
how it has evolved. 

Crossing Roper Bar is a visionary 
exploration of the music traditions 
of Australia’s first people by 
the Australian Art Orchestra in 
collaboration with the Young Wägilak 
Group, traditional song men from 
Ngukurr, South East Arnhem Land in 
Australia’s Northern Territory.
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Paul Grabowsky
Founding Artistic Director, Conductor, 
Piano, Keyboards, The Australian Art 
Orchestra

Along with being recognised as 
Australia’s pre-eminent jazz pianist with 
over 26 recordings to his name, Paul 
is also regarded as one of Australia’s 
foremost screen composers with credits 
for over 17 films and 13 television. He 
has also composed works for the stage 
and for Opera Australia.

In 2007 Paul was awarded the Melbourne 
Prize (Music) worth $60,000.

Paul was the Artistic Director of the 
Adelaide Festival and directed his 
second program in 2012.

The Australian Art Orchestra
Formed in 1994, the Australian Art 
Orchestra is a national ensemble of 
musicians drawing on a diversity of 
approaches to music making, with 
individual expression within a group 
context, as well as a high level of 
ensemble playing being central to the 

band’s effectiveness.  Each member of 
the AAO has charted a unique, personal, 
expressive course in their careers and 
the AAO has become richer as a result 
of those 20-odd personal journeys.

Crossing Roper Bar 2013 
Since 2005, the Australian Art Orchestra 
and the Young Wägilak Group have been 
exploring the musical traditions and 
manikay (song cycles) of the Wägilak 
speaking Yolgnu people, who belong 
to the oldest continuously-practised 
culture on earth. This collaboration has 
toured remote, regional and metropolitan 
Australia, has won awards, released a CD 
and last year performed internationally at 
the prestigious London Jazz Festival and 
at the Musée du Quai Branly in Paris in 
November 2012. A new collaborator in 
the project in 2013 will be contemporary 
Indigenous singer-songwriter Steve 
Pigram.

Stephen Pigram is a singer and 
musician who plays acoustic guitar, 
harmonica, requinto, vahlia, ukulele 
and dulcimer. He is one seventh of the 

“These people have achieved something in Australian
music that very few have ever achieved before - a real
collaboration with traditional Indigenous musicians” 

Dr. Aaron Corn, Sydney Conservatorium of Music

country folk/rock band The Pigram 
Brothers, whose album Saltwater Country 
was voted Best Debut Album at the 
National Indigenous Music Awards in 
Sydney in 1998. Stephen was musical 
director for the original production of the 
first Aboriginal musical, Bran Nue Dae.
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Thurs 10th October
Arrive Darwin

Stay at Mantra on the Esplanade

7.30pm Travellers Dinner at Yots 
(Cullen Bay)

Fri 11th October 
Free Day

6.30pm Pre Concert Hospitality at 
Supreme Court Gardens

7.30pm Crossing Roper Bar  at the 
Foyer, Darwin Supreme Court

10pm Attend after event with Artists 
hosted by Total E&P Australia

Tura Travellers 2013 Itinerary

Sat 12th October
Fly to Kununurra

Stay at Discovery  
Holiday Park on Lake Kununurra

Visit Waringarri Arts Centre

Sunset at Kellys Knob

Sun 13th October
AM Travellers’ and artists’ Ord River 
breakfast cruise to Elephant Rock

5.30pm VIP seats and hospitality at 
Crossing Roper Bar at Ivanhoe Farms

Mon 14th October
CRB presentation at Kununurra Senior 
High School

Dinner at PumpHouse on Lake 
Kununurra

Tues 15th October

Fly to Broome

Drive to Lombadina; Stay at Lombadina

The Reef Tour 2012 in Broome.
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Wed 16th October
Schools presentation at Djarindjin/
Lombadina

Tidal creek adventure

Evening community concert at 
Djarindjin /Lombadina 

Stay at Kooljaman

Thurs 17 October
Schools presentation at One Arm Point

Lunch at Cygnet Bay

Evening community concert at One Arm 
Point 

Stay at Cygnet Bay

Fri 18 October
Drive to Beagle Bay

Schools presentation at Beagle Bay

Drive to Broome

Stay at Moonlight Bay Suites

Sat 19th October
Daytime collaboration with Broome 
artists at Goolarri

Free Day in Broome

Sun 20th October 
9:30am Breakfast at Matso’s 
6.30pm Pre show Cocktails, 
Moonlight Bay

7.30pm VIP Seats at Crossing Roper 
Bar Moonlight Bay Resort overlooking 
Roebuck Bay

10pm Afters with the Artists  
and Sponsors at Matsos

Departure as required

(or stay on in Broome....)

DARWIN

BROOME

DJARINDJIN / LOMBADINA
ONE ARM POINT

BEAGLE BAY

PERTH

KUNUNURRA

KARRATHA ROEBOURNE

EXMOUTH

Note: The tour proceeds to Karratha, Roeburne, 
Exmouth & Perth. Customised Tura Travellers 
packages can be created to suit donors requirements.
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Darwin to Broome (first 10 days 
of the tour) $3,200 including
Accommodation from Thursday 10th 
October – Sunday 20th October

All air and ground travel from Darwin  
to Broome

Tickets to all concerts including 
hospitality

Does not include meals, travel to Darwin 
on 10th  October or from Broome as 
required on 20th October. 

Tour Costs

Tura Travellers 2013 Costs
Donation: minimum $5000
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Tura is seeking enthusiastic 
donors looking for an opportunity 
to contribute to the cultural 
development of regional and 
remote Western Australia and the 
Northern territory. All donations 
to Tura New Music are tax 
deductible as per below.

Tura New Music is a not for profit 
company limited by guarantee. 
The Tura New Music (Donation Fund) 
is a tax-deductible fund listed on the 
Australian Government’s Register of 
Cultural Organisations maintained 
under Subdivision 30-B of the 
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

Contact
Tos Mahoney 

Mobile 0412 779 807 

Email tosm@tura.com.au

Philanthropic 
Opportunities 

Total Tour Cost: $300,000

Donor Levels
Platinum Donor
$70,000

Gold Donor
$30,000 – $70,000

Silver Donor
$10,000 – $30,000

Donor
$1,000 – $10,000

Projected Earned 
Income $40,000

Total Government  
Funding: $60,000

Confirmed 
sponsorship: 

$50,000

Sponsorship Sought: 
$80,000

Donations Sought: 
$70,000
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The 2013 Crossing the  
Rope Bar Tour will:

individuals’ sense of inclusion 
in their communities. 

remote communities in the hearts 
and minds of Western Australians. 

lasting legacy.

collaborations to economically 
disadvantaged communities.

Tura is fully committed to producing 
Regional Projects for delivery to regional 
and remote communities which provide 
more than a concert performance. 

The focus of the Regional Program is:

access to arts and cultural activity of 
a calibre that would not otherwise be 
experienced by the communities; and

by taking international quality 
music to communities that have 
extremely limited ability to 
attract high calibre artists to their 
communities themselves.

Tura’s Regional Projects promote 
collaboration and direct involvement 
with our musicians by participants and 
audiences. Through the music outreach 
programs our touring artists engage 
directly with individuals and groups 
in the communities. Encouraging 
direct interaction with the musicians 
provides access, involvement and active 
participation with music. 

Tura’s Regional Projects reach 
and engage with groups that are 
disadvantaged due to geographic, 
social or economic factors.

Western Australia’s regional 
communities are geographically 
disadvantaged when it comes to access 
to high calibre arts and cultural product. 
Tura’s Regional Program attempts to 
address that disadvantage. In seeking 
funding, sponsorships and donations 
for the Regional Program, Tura makes 

Community Benefits and Outcomes

Our students just do not get the opportunity to 
experience these beautiful cultural interchanges and 
I believe they benefit enormously on academic and 
social levels when given the opportunity.

GRAEME HORTIN, TEACHER IN CHARGE, ARTS LEARNING AREA,  

BROOME SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, DECEMBER 2009

every effort to ensure that audiences 
are not excluded from the Projects 
as a result of economic, social or 
geographic disadvantage.
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Tour Management

The 2013 tour is the tenth tour 
in 9 years that Tura has produced 
in northern Australia.

Not only is Tura experienced in meeting 
the challenges that remote touring 
entails, we have developed very strong 
relationships and networks within all the 
communities we have visited. Returning 
to these communities will continue to 
strengthen those connections, which are 
vital to the success of the tour.

The tour is designed to travel relatively 
easily. Nevertheless the distances 
involved and costs associated with the 
remoteness inevitably means that the 
tour is expensive to produce. However, 
Tura’s experience in regional and remote 
touring brings efficiencies that ensure 
that government and sponsors’ funds are 
used to maximum benefit.

Tura New Music has a proven track 
record of successfully managing regional 
projects. Management and staff are 
highly experienced in devising and 
delivering projects to isolated regional 
areas. Exceptional professionalism and 
duty of care is exercised at all stages of 
planning and delivery, with particular 
attention given to protocol standards of 
Indigenous communities.

Tura personnel will implement 
monitoring strategies and control 
measures to ensure the successful 
outcome of the tour for all 
parties involved.

Previous regional tours include:
Voices Over WA 2005 – National Award Winner

Wood Over the Kimberley 2006 

Windstrokes 2007

Crossing Roper Bar Tour 2008 – National Award Winner

Sounds Outback Tour 2009

Delicious Music Tour 2009

5 Elements Tour 2010 – Shortlisted for National Award TBA

Kalkadunga Man Tour 2011

The Reef Tour 2012

Goolarri Media Enterprises has supported the work of 
Tura within the Kimberley region for many years now 
and … congratulate them on their ongoing service to 
regional and remote Northern Australia in providing 
new, innovative, international quality programs which 
involve intercultural collaboration.

KIRA FONG, CHIEF OF OPERATIONS, GOOLARRI MEDIA ENTERPRISES, JANUARY 2010
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Tura New Music Ltd is a not for 
profit arts organisation based in 
Perth, Western Australia. Tura is 
a producer as well as resource 
centre and advocate for New 
Music. Founded in 1987 Tura has 
a proud history of achievement in 
initiating cultural development in 
Western Australia from inner city 
to remote communities.

Tura New Music
For those with sound appetite

Tura presents a year round program 
of events including:

Music Series

Artists Program

As a service provider, Tura supports the 
careers of composers, sound artists and 
performers, as well as advising a broad 
range of organisations on New Music 
and sound initiatives.

Vision: The lives of Western Australians 

and lovers of New Music everywhere are 

enriched by extraordinary, challenging 

and innovative cultural experiences.
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Awards
2012 Australian Business and 
The Arts (AbaF) Awards – State 
Finalists with Total E&P Australia 

2011 Australian Business and 
The Arts (AbaF) Awards – State 
Winners and National Finalists with 
Total E&P Australia

2009 APRA|AMC Classical Music 
Awards – Outstanding Contribution to 
Australian Music in a Regional Area 

2009 Australian Business and 
the Arts (AbaF) Awards – National 
Finalists with Total E&P Australia 

2008 APRA|AMC Classical Music 
Awards – Outstanding Contribution by 
an Organisation to Australian Music 

2007 Western Australian Business 
and the Arts Partnerships Awards – 
with Block Branding 

2006 APRA|AMC Classical Music 
Awards – Outstanding Contribution to 
Australian Music in a Regional Area 

People

Patron
David Blenkinsop OAM

Board of Directors
Tanya Skilton (Chair)  
Simon Dawkins
Jeremy Feldhusen 
Kathleen Bozanic
Simon Yeo 

Management
Tos Mahoney, Artistic Director/CEO
Annalisa Oxenburgh, General Manager
Liesbeth Goedhart, Development 
Consultant 

Contact
24 Brisbane Street 

Perth WA 6000 

T 08 9228 3711

F 08 9228 1808

E info@tura.com.au
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Tos Mahoney
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Liesbeth Goedhart

Development Consultant

Tura New Music

M 0402 447 171
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